The value of an expert system in performing clinical drug trials.
An expert system has been designed to assist the cardiologist in determining whether patients can be included in clinical trials. This system contains knowledge on inclusion and exclusion criteria for six drug trials, and has been validated in 100 randomly selected patients. In 97 cases, the expert system and the cardiologist made an identical classification; in the remaining three cases, the patient was incorrectly classified by the physician. The system will also optimize the order in which questions are asked in order to minimize the time required to decide on inclusion or exclusion.